

Proposition: Marriage

by Sarah Saltwick

Nicki, a young girl, is playing with a parrot and a fish.  They are flirting with each other.  The flirting lends to something more – some kissing and then a little fish on parrot action.

Nick, young boy enters.

NICK

It’s unfortunate when something like that happens.

NICKI
What do you know about it?  What do you know about love?  

NICK

He just likes the feathers. Cause they’re different.  That’s all.

NICKI

Jealous?

NICK

No.  

He pulls out another parrot toy. Nickie’s parrot is drawn to it.  Her fish is disappointed.   He takes the parrot.  She pulls out another fish toy.  Now, the fish are together and the parrots are together.

NICKI AND NICK
And it was good, good, good.  

They start to leave but the original fish and parrot look at each other.  Longingly. They exit, with the fish and the parrot watching each other.  

- Transition - 
A man (Speedy) walks through the maze of the stage.  He is speedwalking – moving quickly but not at a run, never breaking stride.  One of the other actors run after him, barking like a dog.  We don’t necessarily need to see this actor, we can just hear the,. 

SPEEDY

You can’t catch me!  You can’t catch me!  You’ll never – catch – me!

The dog/actor runs out of breath and stops chasing him.  It howls.

Transition -

Nicki is playing with flowers.  She is a little older than before.  

NICKI

He loves me, he loves me not, he loves me, he loves me not, he loves me, he loves me, he loves me, he loves me, me, me, me.

Nick “rides” up on his bike.  He has the toy fish.  He rings his bell.

Nicki looks up and then goes back to her flowers.

NICKI

Not. He loves me not, not – 

NICK

Hey, I know you’re looking.

NICKI
I got lots of bikes.

NICK

Not with a bell.

NICKI

Yeah with a bell.  I got about seven.

NICK

Not with this bell.

NICKI

Why’d you get a bike anyway?  Doesn’t your mom take you places?  My moms takes me places.

NICK

The fish wanted it.

NICKI

Oh.

NICK

You know your mom…

NICKI

Yeah, I know my mom.

NICK

No, you don’t understand – I mean – you know like your mom and your “other” mom?

NICKI

Yeah. Mom and other mom.

NICK

Is that why you have so many bikes? Cause you don’t have a dad who says no?

She thinks about it.  

NICK

I’d trade my dad for another bike – especially if it had ten gears and horn instead of a bell and a yellow seat and streamers on the front but like camo steamers.  Not girly ones.

NICKI

Can I ride your bike?

NICK

Yeah, can I play with those flowers?

NICKI

Yeah.

They switch places. She rides off with the bike. 

NICK

Hey! Hey!  Hey!  Hey – I want it back – I do!  You come back.  Please? I’m going to wait.  I’m going to wait right here.

He waits.  He plays with the flowers.

NICK
I love my bike.  I love my bike not.  I love my bike.  I love my bike not.  I love my bike.

He goes off, playing with the flowers.
Transition – ‘

Speedy is moving through the maze of the stage.  He is being chased by a woman wearing fur (played by the same actress who plays Nicki). He has some distance from her -  she is having a hard time keeping up. Maybe she is dragging a purse or hold her shoes in her hands?

WOMAN IN FUR
Hey!  Hey!  You!  I want to talk to you! Hey you hey!  What about that dinner?  What about that time on the beach? It was magic.

MAN

There was no time on the beach.

WOMAN IN FURS
Baby, there could be. And it would be – magic. Please, just slow down.  I can’t – you’re too fast.

MAN

I know.  I’m fast.  I’m so fast.  I’m the fastest…not breaking stride, not breaking stride....

WOMAN IN FUR
I just want to talk about our future.  I just want to talk about settling down and the names of our children.  You can name the third okay?  Even if it’s a girl and we’d just had boys. I promise.  That’s all I want to talk about. Just marriage.  I think we could make something beautiful.  

MAN

You can’t catch me – you’ll never catch me!

She stops.  She gives up.  

WOMAN

(she yells off to him)

You’re a freak.  Only freaks walk like that.  They’re all going to laugh at you! Where are you going anyways?  Where are you going so fast?

She disappears behind one of the flats.

Nicki enters with the parrot and the fish toys.  She plays with them briefly before deciding that she is too old for this game.  She hides them.
Nick enters, wearing a letter jacket.  They are older now, young teens.

NICK
You’re not dressed.

NICKI

I’m not going.

NICK

You said you go.

NICKI

I hate dancing.

NICK

No one dances.

NICKI

So I hate standing.

NICK

So we’ll sit.

NICKI

I hate sitting!

Grandpa enters. He is played by the actor who plays Speedy.  He is hunched over, maybe he has a cane? Or a hat?

GRANDPA

Oh my ears.  It’s not bad enough they are now growing those little hairs which are now turning dirty white, they have to hear you children whimpering loudly  - why the yells?  Are you on the drugs?  Girl? Are you – what are they calling it, you kids with the lingo – on the high?  Why do you yell?  Are you just like the animals? 

NICKI

Animals don’t yell. They don’t have too.

NICK

Grandpa, she won’t go to the big dance with me.

GRANDPA

Why not? 

NICK

She says she hates dancing, standing and sitting.  

GRANDPA

Maybe she hates you.

NICK

Maybe.

NICKI

Maybe I do.

GRANDPA

Maybe you two don’t get along so well.

NICK
Well…

NICKI

You can say that again.

GRANDPA

Maybe you two don’t get along so well.  Maybe you two should get married.

NICKI
What?

NICK

Gross!  Grandpa, why would you say that?

GRANDPA

I say that to you, my grandson, my only grandson through no fault of my own  – I told your mother she need more babies, I told her she needed some backups.  You were always so nervous. Five years old, nervous. I know the marriage.  It isn’t like puppies or kitties, god knows you’re not the kitty cat in the fire house.  It’s about compromise. I’m telling you this because I know everything.  Tonight, you compromise – you both go to the dance, no one has fun and then tomorrow we go the courthouse – you got a better dress, girl? – and we sign some things and then we get ice cream.  

NICK

Ice cream?

GRANDPA
If you get married, you get all the ice cream you can eat.  

NICKI

Really?

NICK

You love ice cream. You said you loved it.

GRANDPA

You – girl – you’re just going to get fat anyway. And you, boy, you’re just going to get more confused about the “big picture”, your greater purpose and the way that you look in khaki pants.  You’re going to be busy.  You got no time to look for someone else not to like.  But who is around.  And doesn’t know when to leave.  Plus, what if you fall in love?

They look at each other.

GRANDPA

What if you fall in love with other people?  You think that’ll be nice?  Love is the stinky, stinky.  Much better to have ice cream.  

They nod.
GRANDPA

 So move your little butts while they are little.  Go on and go.

He leaves.  


Nick goes to Nicki.

NICK
What do you think?

NICKI

I want ice cream tonight.  I’m not waiting till after the wedding.  

- Transition -
Speedy enters. He moves.  He is confident. This time, a man (Watcher, played by the actor who played Nick) is there.  He does not chase, he only watches.  If possible, he is there before Speedy even starts.

SPEEDY

I see you.

WATCHER
Well, I am. Right. Here.  

SPEEDY

I’m not going to stop.

WATCHER
I wouldn’t.  Dream. Of. Asking. You. Such. A. Thing.

Speedy slows.

WATCHER

Don’t – not for. Me. Please.

SPEEDY

I wasn’t – sometimes, I just need to – catch my breath – you know?

WATCHER

I do.

SPEEDY

Do you? Exercise? Are you…Are you a runner?

WATCHER
Maybe.

SPEEDY

You look you might be a runner.  Maybe not? Maybe you get some other sort of exercise? Maybe you like moving quickly but there’s another way...you like...to do it...

WATCHER

I said maybe.

SPEEDY

I run too.  Not a lot.  It throws off my training.  I’m in training, you know.  Big time training.  

WATCHER
For what?

SPEEDY

What do you think?

WATCHER

I…oh…really? The big…O?  

Speedy nods, just barely. He speeds up.

SPEEDY

Yeah, maybe – I’m pretty fast.

Watcher begins to laugh.  At first, it seems flirty but it grows cruel.  
WATCHER

You think they let people like you in?  To that?  It’s not a real sport – they wouldn’t let someone like you in that level of competition – you would illegitimatize the whole operation.  There’s no place for your kind there.  Run or go home.  You walk, they laugh.  They’ll laugh you out of there.  But you’re no runner.  Anyone can see that.  I bet. You’ve. Never run a. Day in your life. 

During the Watchers speech, Speedy has been speeding up. Is he running? It’s hard to tell.

WATCHER
You think.  It’s like. That? You think it’s just a Break.  In Stride? 

SPEEDY

I didn’t break – 

WATCHER

You’ll never be a runner!  You’ll. Never be, In the game!

SPEEDY

I’m not – it’s walking – it’s walking!

Speedy stops.  Watcher exits.  Speedy stares at his feet.  Have they betrayed him?  He gets on the ground. He speaks to his feet.

SPEEDY

Were you?  Were you running?  I don’t even know anymore. Maybe…Maybe I can do it…

Speedy stands back up.  He takes a deep breath.

Nicki enters.  She is wearing a large ring.  She glances at it through out her scene.

She watches Speedy.

He starts to jog.  It is horrible.  He has never run before and doesn’t seem to know where to look or what to do with his body.  He throws his arms and legs about. He is not fast.

NICKI

Hey – you’re really bad at that.

He stops.

SPEEDY

It’s not…I’m getting better…

NICKI
Really?  You were worse?

SPEEDY

Sometimes you have to do things you don’t like.  Try them out. 

NICKI

I know.

SPEEDY

I doubt you do.  

He starts the horrible jog again. 
NICKI

If you could be a fish or a bird, what would you be?

SPEEDY

I would want to be a kangaroo. They never go backward.

NICKI

That’s not a choice.

SPEEDY

Did you know that about kangaroos?

NICKI

I didn’t.  But – Fish or Bird?  

SPEEDY

Kangaroo.  I’m not going to be something I don’t want to be!  I’m not, not, not!

NICKI

It’s just a hypothetical question!

But he has “run” away.  Nick enters.

NICK

That guy is fast.

NICKI

If you had to be a fish or a bird, which would you be?  And don’t say kangaroo.

NICK

Why would I say Kangaroo? That wasn’t even one of my choices.

NICKI

They can’t go backwards.

NICK

So? Sometimes, you need to go backwards.  I would be a fish.  

NICKI

Why?

NICK

You know why.

NICKI

No…tell me.

NICK

Cause I’m afraid of heights.

NICKI

I’d be a bird.

NICK

I know.

NICKI

How do you know?

NICK

Cause you’re afraid of drowning.  Even though it’s high unlikely.  Unless you’re a baby.  They can drown in just a few inches of water.  I’ve always known that about you.  Since forever.  Since before you liked me and then didn’t like me and then maybe liked me.  I knew that about you.

She thinks about that. 
NICKI
Birds eat fish.

NICK

Do you want to get some more ice cream?

NICKI

Do you think there’s more to marriage than ice cream?

NICK

Like pie?  

NICKI

No.

NICK

Cake? Ice Cream cake? We haven’t had ice cream cake yet.  I bet that would be really good.  Do you want to try that…tonight?

NICKI

You go without me.

NICK
You know I don’t like to get ice cream on my own.  I mean, I’ll do it…if I need to…you know…

NICKI

I’m just not hungry.  

He touches her forehead.

NICK

That’s what you said last night.

NICKI

We had some last night.

NICK

Once we start, you always like it.

NICKI

Look – 

NICK

You say you like it, is that not…is that not true? Do you … not like ice cream as much as you said when we first got rings and signed the papers?  

NICKI

Look  - 

NICK

Are you lactose intolerant?

NICKI

Sometimes – 

NICK

Sometimes? You either are or you aren’t.

NICKI

I have tendencies.  Sometimes…it depends…

NICK

You need to get on some medication.  You need to go to the doctor tomorrow!

NICKI

What about soy?  Just trying it?

NICK

Gross.  I can’t believe you would even suggest that!

He storms off.  She storms off.  

 - Transition - 
Speedy is stretching.  He looks around.  He exhales.  He stands. He looks around.  He walks.  At a slow and even pace.  But soon, he is speed walking like we’ve never seen before.  He is invortaged.  He is whispering something to himself and it grows into a loud chant. 

SPEEDY

Forward! Forward! Forward! Forward! Forward! Forward!

Transition
Nicki enters. She carries a (fullish) laundry basket.  She looks tired. Time has passed. Nick jumps out at her, wearing a mask and brandishing a sword.  She screams.  She pulls a bat out of the laundry basket.  She chases him with it.

He pulls off the mask.

NICK

Hey – hey – it’s me!

NICKI

I know!

She is still chasing him.

NICK

You know what the counselor said!

NICKI
She didn’t say to do this!

NICK

She said to do new things, things we might both enjoy.  Well, I enjoy scaring you.  And we both enjoy fighting.  

She takes a swing at him.

NICK

That was close.

NICKI

I’ve been practicing.  

NICK

You need a job, honey.  

NICKI
I’ll get a job when we get divorced.  

NICK

You really want to get divorced?  

NICKI

Don’t you? 

He puts down his sword.  She puts down the bat.  

NICK

I just think about all that stuff Grandpa says.

Grandpa enters.  This would be the moment for a spotlight (if possible).

GRANDPA

Marriage isn’t a right, it’s a privilege.  You think everyone can go to court and remember to bring a pen so they can sign some papers and then have enough money, time and appetite for a scoop of Rocky Road and Mint Chocolate Chip Swirl?  No!  Those people – those people who use pencils or who chew on the pens they borrow and break them with their teeth, those people with the credit cards debit, never paying cash, those are not for the marriage boat.  They are too wobbly wobbly. Ship sinkers, that’s what they are.  You and that girl - you are like big blocks.  You are like big color blocks with sharp edges, you do not frighten people. People like to stop you and ask you for the directions to the downtown.  You are not bad or good or wonderful, only the so – so. But your family fought for you to have access to the courtroom and the sleepy judge with a funny mustache who say “you and you forever and ever”.  Marriage.  It is not for everyone. And there’s only so much matrimony – if you don’t take yours someone else might. So don’t screw up!

He exits.

Nick and Nicki look at each other for some time.

NICK

I don’t want to screw up.  I want everything that I can get.  Especially if other people can’t have it.  

NICKI

I don’t know if he gives the best advice. 

NICK

But he’s old.

NICKI

I know. But...I don’t think that’s very good advice. And I don’t think we have to follow it.

NICK

But what will we follow?

NICKI

I don’t know.

She picks up her bat.  And the sword.  And she leaves. 

He goes to the laundry basket.  He pulls out the fish.  He cuddles it.  

Elsewhere, she is cuddling her parrot.  

They are happy. Maybe. They exit.

Elsewhere – Speedy is speed walking. He is so happy The crowd is cheering wildly (other actors help create this sound). Eventuall, he enters with a giant shiny belt. He stands his ground and surveys the crowd.   The Watcher appears.

SPEEDY

I told you...

WATCHER

Oh. It’s... You’re back.  Is. That. Gold?

SPEEDY
I told you speed walking was an Olympic sport!

End of Play.

Prop and Costume List:

In order of Apperance.

Large Stuffed Fish

Large Parrot 

Little Fish Toy

Little Parrot

Flowers

Furs 

Letter Jacket

Costume Pieces for Grandpa (Hat?)

Costume Piece for the Watcher (Sunglasses?)

Ring for Nicki

Laundry Basket

Sword

Bat

Mask

Shiny Gold Belt

